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Volodymyr Bilyk: Have you ever had an extraordinary writing session? Simply chaotic or in a 
challenging state of mind or on subversive circumstances? Was it really all that different from 
usual sessions? 


Matt Margo: | would say that my most extraordinary or unusual writing sessions occurred while | 
was working on my book-length poem When Empurpled: An Elegy, which was published by 
Pteron Press in 2013. Although my opinion may change in the future, | currently view that 
particular work as my greatest contribution to the world, my best achievement in life. | am not 
sure if | will ever write a better poem than that poem. And | did indeed write it in a challenging 
state of mind, under subversive circumstances. To provide a bit of background, the poem begins 
as a post-flarf mash-up of scavenged YouTube comments translated multiple times from Arabic 
to English via Google Translate, but it progressively develops into a more conceptualist work 
that relies on stream-of-consciousness writing more so than found language while also 
attempting to reflect and/or reinterpret a myriad of influences, including but not limited to (in no 
particular order): André Breton’s concept of “pure psychic automatism”; Jim Leftwich’s concept 
of “purely textual asemia’”; Nigel Tomm’s concept of “fractal literature”; Zaum; Fluxus; literary 
maximalism; James Joyce; Gertrude Stein; Hart Crane; R.A. Washington’s book-length poem 


The System of Mister’s Hell; Lucky’s soliloquy from Waiting for Godot; various religious texts 
and ancient scriptures; et al. The content/style of the poem is truly chaotic and reflects the 
chaotic process of writing it. Fueled mostly by manic episodes of depression-induced insomnia 
and occasionally by illicit substances, | would write for hours upon hours late into the night, 
always accompanied by a soundtrack of avant-garde jazz musicians such as Sun Ra and Albert 
Ayler or avant-garde rappers such as Lil B and Riff Raff. My mind was focused on one million 
different things and, simultaneously, one singular thing, that singular thing being the poem itself. 
Those writing sessions were definitely unusual, and they definitely felt extraordinary to me. 
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The Albatross 
Charles Baudelaire 
transmuted by Retorico Unentesi 


In many the ship will slip on the love of the cracked. 

Just not presented on the stage, 

In other words, blue awkward and embarrassing thinking, 
Pitifully, letters at big white wings for fun, stew or 

bake the Albatross, a huge seabird, 

Wheat, according to them and flying clairaudient the handclaps! 
The Poet is like the rinse of clouds. 

It is the slights of the storm, we and so on all hanging next to them. 
Travelers of this wing, as shown on the left and spine! 

And it was so beautiful, it was fun and nasty! 

Short pipe and irritating beak, 

Another imitation, 

The explosion on the ground in the middle of the blooming, 

It will prevent him from waking his huge wings. 


L'Albatros 
-- Charles Baudelaire 


Souvent, pour s'amuser, les hommes d'équipage 
Prennent des albatros, vastes oiseaux des mers, 
Qui suivent, indolents compagnons de voyage, 
Le navire glissant sur les gouffres amers. 


A peine les ont-ils déposés sur les planches, 

Que ces rois de l'azur, maladroits et honteux, 
Laissent piteusement leurs grandes ailes blanches 
Comme des avirons trainer a cété d'eux. 


Ce voyageur ailé, comme il est gauche et veule! 
Lui, naguére si beau, qu'il est comique et laid! 
L'un agace son bec avec un brdle-gueule, 
L'autre mime, en boitant, l'infirme qui volait! 


Le Poeéte est semblable au prince des nuées 
Qui hante la tempéte et se rit de l'archer; 
Exilé sur le sol au milieu des huées, 

Ses ailes de géant I'empéchent de marcher. 


\=\--\\n-\=\-\22\2\2\22\=\\2\-\-\2\2\2\2\2\27\\-\- 









¢ _jimleftwich, 
525 10th st sw 
roanoke, va 24016 usa 














Se ey ar ich 
25 10th st sw 
roanoke, va 24016 usa 


J 
525 10th st sw 
roanoke, va 24016 usa 





















































ae A "ee jit leftwich 
1 | 525 10th st sw 
J AN 2 8 20 16 -qanoke, va 24016 usa 





. “9anoke, va 24016 usa 











525 10th st sw 


JAN 2 § 90 TRancke: va 24016 usa 








gust extreme dine serial 


cheese Rimbaud ossia 





parallel cuisine address 
sagging vitamins delta 





vocables portable in 





nuanced caveat, negligible 
attentive constant pages 





objects gust extreme dine serial 





cheese gloomy Rimbaud ossia 


parall 


el cuisine whirlpool address 








sagging vitamins delta decorated 





vocabl 


les portable anger in 


nuanced hair caveat, negligible 


disbanded attentive constant pages 








objects gust extrem yes 
dine serial arms correct 
cheese gloomy Narcissus 
ossia marking mannerist 
parallel cuisine whirlpool 





addresses catharsis 





sagging vitamins delta 





decorated shears fixtures 
vocables portable anger 





in refusal chipped 





nuanced malfunctions caveat, 
negligible words melt 
disbanded attentive constant 
pages untreatable voyage 








7 [hn) jim leftwich 


525 10th st sw 
JAN 28 2016 








roanoke, va 24016 us: 


April gust extreme eyes 
dine total arms correct 
cheese gloomy linear 

ossia fantasy mannerist 
clash cuisine whirlpool 
addresses caught remote 





sagging vitamins algebra 





decorated media fixtures 





vocables portable gesture 





in refusal balanced 
nuanced rooted caveat, 
aloof words melt borders 





disbanded spectrum constant 
pages variants voyage 





ey 
CT Yim lafewich 
525 10th st sw 
roanoke, va 24016 usa 


JAN 28 2016 


eyes April gust extreme 





correct dine total arms 
linear cheese gloomy 
mannerist ossia fantasy 
whirlpool clash cuisine 
remote addresses caught 
algebra sagging vitamins 





fixtures decorated media 
gesture vocables portable 
balanced in refusal 

caveat, nuanced rooted 
borders aloof words melt 
constant disbanded spectrum 
voyage pages variants 





. i} ir | 
525 10th st ANN, 
roanoke, va 24016 Vda 


eyes]\ April gust ]-]\extreme 
algebra saggi]-ng-] vitamins 
fixtures de-]corated\ m-edia 





linear ch-\eese] gloomy 
mannerist ossia fantasy 
-caveat, nu--anced rooted 
whirlpool clash- cuisine 
remote addresses caught 
voyage p]\-ages variants 





balanced in refusal] 
gesture vocables porta-ble 
correct-\ dine t-Jotal arms 
bo]\-rders a-loof words melt 
const-ant d-\isbanded spectrum 





JAN 28 2016 





ALY by 0 525 10th st sw 
JAN 28 2016  roancke v8 24016 usa 


eyes] carried\ April gust ]-]\extreme 


algebra saggi]-ng-carried] vitamins 


fixtures de-]Jcorated\ 





library m-edia 


linear library ch-\eese] gloomy 





settings mannerist ossia fantasy 


-caveat, settings nu--anced rooted 





whirlpool clash-cuisine radio 





remote addresses radio caught 


voyage visual p]\-ages variants 


balanced in visual refusal] 


gesture vocables porta-ble sound 


correct-\ dine t-Jotal 





bo]\-rders a-loof fiel 











sound arms 
d words melt 


const-ant field d-\isbanded spectrum 








: jim leftwich 
525 10th st sw 


JAN 2 8 U V0 roanoke, va 24016 us 


third eyes]\ April gust ]-]\extreme 
corresponding algebra saggi]-ng-] vitamins 
fixtures phase de-]corated\ m-edia 





inear phrase ch-\eese] gloomy 





empty mannerist ossia fantasy 





letters-caveat, nu--anced rooted 
whirlpool alphabetical clash-cuisine 
remote reconstructs addresses caught 
gymnastic voyage p]\-ages variants 
telegrammatic balanced in refusal] 





gesture caterpillar vocables porta-ble 





erased correct-\ dine t-Jotal arms 
reverse bo]\-rders a-loof words melt 
const-ant intriguing d-\isbanded spectrum 





spectrum eyes]\ April gust ]-]\extreme 
\isbanded algebra saggi]-ng-] vitamins 
const-ant d-fixtures de-]corated\ m-edia 
ble words melt linear ch-\eese] gloomy 
dine voyage p]\-ages variants 


£ 


fantasy 








porta-loof mannerist ossia 
correct-\ balanced in refusal] 
bo]\-rders a--caveat, nu--anced rooted 
vocables arms whirlpool clash- cuisine 
gesture t-Jotal remote addresses caught 




















